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cultured actors, who have endured the iron training and discipline of the old school; and in this view we shall follow the adventurous career of the popular Henry Irving, admittedly the foremost of our performers. In his instance we shall see how the struggle, so manfully sustained, became an invariable discipline, slowly forming a character which has made him ar interesting figure on which the eyes of his countrymen rest with pleasure : and developing, as I have said, the heroic qualities of patience, resolution, and perseverance.
At the same time, I do not profess to set forth in these pages what is called " a biography " of the actor. But this seems a fitting moment for presenting a review of his artistic, laborious work at the Lyceum Theatre, during a period of over twenty years. The pause which will follow his long absence abroad seems tc mark the close of an era, and suggests a favourable opportunity for taking stock of the exertions which have influenced the public taste in so marked a way.
Having known the actor from the very commence-